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SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: PRINTING PRESS MANUFACTURERS 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NOTIFIED THE DEPARTMENT ON 
MARCH 5 OF THE FOLLOWING ANTITRUST INVESTIGATION: 

QTE - THE ANTITRUST DIVISION IS CONDUCTING AN INVESTIGA- 
TION OF POSSIBLE CARTEL-LIKE ARRANGEMENTS IN THE DOMESTIC 
AND INTERNATIONAL PRINTING PRESS MANUFACTURING AND 
DISTRIBUTING INDUSTRY. THAT INDUSTRY HAS SEVERAL SECTORS. 
ONE SUCH SECTOR IS THAT OF LITHOGRAPHIC SHEETFED PRESSES, 
WHICH ARE THE PRESSES COMMONLY USED BY THOUSANDS OF 
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LARGE MAJORITY OF SUCH PRESSES SOLD IN THE UNITED STATES 
ARE IMPORTED FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY FROM 
GERMANY. THE LEADING GERMAN MANUFACTURERS ARE HEIDEL- 
BERGER DRUCKMASCHINEN A.G., MASCHINENFABRIK AUGSBURG- 
NURNBERG A.G., AND ROLAND OFFSETMASCHINENFABRIK FABER 
AND SCHLEICHER A.G. THE LAST NAMED CORPORATION IS 
MAJORITY CONTROLLED BY MASCHINENFABRIK AUGSBURG-NURNBERG 
A.G., WHICH IN TURN IS A SUBSIDIARY OF GUTEHOFFNUNGSHUTTE 
AKTIENVEREIN. JUST RECENTLY, MASCHINENFABRIK-NURNBERG 
A.G. ACQUIRED A PART INTEREST IN ONE OF ONLY TWO EXISTING 

UNITED STATES PRODUCERS OF SHEETFED LITHOGRAPHIC PRESSES; 
THUS. JUST ONE SUCH DOMESTIC PRODUCER REMAINS INDEPENDENT. 

IN ADDITION TO THAT ACQUISITION, WE HAVE SOME INDICATIONS 
THAT VARIOUS RESTRICTIVE ARRANGEMENTS MAY HAVE BEEN MADE 
AMONG MEMBERS OF THE INDUSTRY, CONCERNING LITHOGRAPHIC 
SHEETFED AND POSSIBLY OTHER TYPES OF PRESSES. 

QTE - WE PROPOSE TO ISSUE CIVIL INVESTIGATIVE DEMANDS 
TO A NUMBER OF UNITED STATES MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBU- 
TORS OF PRINTING PRESSES, SEEKING CERTAIN TYPES OF 
DOCUMENTS. AT THE SAME TIME, WE EXPECT TO SEND LETTERS 
TO THE FOUR GERMAN CORPORATIONS NAMED ABOVE, REQUESTING 
THAT THEY MAKE AVAILABLE THE SAME TYPES OF DOCUMENTS ON 
A VOLUNTARY BASIS. IN ESSENCE, THESE DOCUMENTS WOULD BE 
AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS CONTAINING OR REFERRING 
TO PRICE, TERRITORIAL, OR OTHER RESTRICTIONS. UNQTE 

2. PURSUANT TO OECD PROCEDURES, THE EMBASSY IS REQUESTED 
TO NOTIFY APPROPRIATE FRG OFFICIALS, AND U.S. MISSION 
BERLIN THE FEDERAL CARTEL OFFICE, OF THIS INVESTIGATION, 

AND REPORT ANY SIGNIFICANT REACTIONS. KISSINGER 
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